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Abstract.
Criminal justice policies can only be effective when they are applied without bias in the state. This requires co-operation from the stakeholders of a specific community to ensure that the policies developed are responsive to society's special needs. The disparity in the application of criminal law in the execution of marijuana laws in the country. Stereotypes that marijuana is used largely by the black communities have landed various innocent individuals in the incarceration centers due to prejudice in implementing policies. This paper describes the racial disparities in the enforcement of marijuana laws.
Introduction.
The society comprises a set of agreed principles upon which the members base their behavior to promote peaceful coexistence in society. Any state has its own established criminal law, which is the standards of conduct and actions considered crimes against the society or another member of the society. The criminal law is enforced through a legal framework which comprises institutions and procedures to punish and correct the criminal behaviors. The united states have a well-defined legal procedure upon which the criminal law is enforced. This is referred to as the criminal justice system. It is the legal institutions and procedures upon which criminal law is enforced.
Therefore, the criminal justice system is tasked with enforcing criminal law and reducing crime in the country's various communities. Justice is a universal privilege that should be enjoyed by all human beings, including the criminals themselves who have been convicted in a court of law. The criminal justice system establishes the trial process and how the suspect can defend themselves and prove their innocence. Some of the common crimes in the United States include drug trafficking, murder, and robbery with violence, and each has different consequences under the law. The establishment of criminal justice policies is dependent on the theories of crimes that are being applied by the policymakers and the intended end of the process. However, the system has been faced with racial disparities that have led to the ineffectiveness of the criminal justice system.  
Racial disparities in the country's criminal justice system have mostly affected the minority communities, which has resulted in an imbalance implementation of policies and a justice system that is biased towards a specific race in the community. The disparity in access to justice has disadvantaged minority communities and exposed them to high crime rates and drugs and substance abuse. This paper addresses the racial inequalities that are associated with the sentencing decisions on violation of marijuana law. Marijuana is classified as a drug, and therefore handling, using, or trafficking the substance is prohibited under the marijuana law. Different states have revised the law to relate them with their domestic needs and objectives across the different communities. However, the sentencing decisions have targeted the minority communities in the country, increasing their population in the incarceration centers.
Analysis.
Marijuana law has been used to target the black communities by unnecessary arrests and charging on misdemeanor charges resulting in arrests and imprisonment of such individuals. The black neighborhoods have been regarded as the biggest consumers and traffickers of almost all the country's illegal drugs. This stereotyping about African American citizens' members has resulted in discrimination and prejudice while executing the marijuana law. The white majority is less associated with the drug, and therefore the blacks are considered prior suspects in any deal involving the violation of the laws. This has raised questions on implementing such policies, and the criminal justice faulted for failing to address the ling time challenge in the country. Policymakers have been called to address the disparities in the criminal justice system and make the necessary improvements.
The blacks and Hispanics are usually mistreated compared to the whites found in the same crime of violating marijuana law. This procedural discrimination involved even detaining minority ethnic communities without the proper trial in a court of law. The process established by the criminal justice system is usually not followed when the suspects involved belong to the minority races. They are usually denied the rights that are enjoyed by any suspect of a crime. Therefore, they are treated by being denied a fair trial, which marks a violation of their rights. While everyone is supposed to be considered innocent until proven guilty, when the minority races are involved, there is always an assumption that they are guilty without even legal process. This is a violation of access to justice and human rights, which requires all human beings to be treated in a fair and just process. the disregard of the procedural legal process indicates that there are racial disparities in the implementation of criminal justice policies (Cho & Tasca, 2018).
According to Umsted, (2014) the suspects of violation of marijuana law should be provided with an opportunity to be defended and represented in a court of law, which is the common practice of natural justice. For those individuals who cannot afford legal representation, one is provided for them by the state. This is the common practice of criminal justice, where there is no bias. The minority ethnic communities have been denied this privilege and can only be enjoyed by their white majority. This has been achieved through discriminatory procedures that make the legal representation very expensive to be afforded by the minority ethnic communities with low living standards and high poverty levels. They have only the option of the public defender who could be less experienced in handling such matters. They are also denied a public defender's services because they belong to the minority ethnic communities such as blacks or Hispanics. This results in the high sentencing of minority communities in prison because of the lack of legal representation and defense provided to most whites in similar situations. The whites can afford the best legal services and get experienced public defendants who can get an acquittal for their clients.
Another procedural disadvantage faced by poor minorities is that they are treated harshly compared to the white majority if they were young, male, and unemployed in the community. Being unemployed is a widespread phenomenon in the neighborhoods that are preoccupied with the white majority. Therefore, most of the young male minorities are unemployed and cannot raise any revenue. White majorities in similar conditions are treated better when they are being sentenced in any court proceeding to violate marijuana law. The court's judgment and decision are likely to be lenient with the young, male, and unemployed white while being harsh on a Hispanic or black. This discrimination affects the access to justice in the system as those blacks or Hispanics are considered to be more likely to engage in the trafficking of marijuana, especially if they are male and unemployed, and this affects the attitude through which prosecutors and the jury handles the proceedings in any court of law. Marijuana is associated more with the young, male, and unemployed blacks or Hispanics than the whites, which affects criminal justice access. 
The marijuana law has been used to target the minority ethnic communities with arrests and incarceration of the minority groups compared to most whites. Staff, (2018) states that most of the arrested and incarcerated individuals for crimes are blacks, and their population is increasing progressively as they become the target of discriminatory policies and faulty criminal justice system. Some individuals seek to control the development and economic growth of the black communities in the country. One way to achieve that is by arresting and imprisoning most of its energetic population not to be engaging in productive activities. This halts their individual development and the neighborhood they come from and continues the cycle of poverty. The arrests are based on baseless accusations, which may not be substantiated in a court of law, and arrests and incarceration are predetermined. The marijuana law is supposed to be used to restore sanity and drug-free communities in the country. Instead, it is used to achieve ethnic profiling and marginalization, which is not good for a cohesive society.
According to Rosenberg et al, (2017) the country's criminal justice system has made no efforts to deal with the perennial discrimination and disregards individuals of color's rights. The cycle of oppression and racism has been propagated upon lies and disunity of the learner’s association since they could not advocate for a better plight in the society. Marijuana has been an easy tool for the authority to profile the minority races so that they are all criminals who may not lead a sober and clean life without using or dealing with drugs. This could be used to position the white majority as most appropriate to fill the most positions that may arise in the society since they are better empowered than the minority who are up and about answering crimes on marijuana laws violations, which could be baseless and were not substantiated. The criminal justice in the state did not provide a better approach to the root causes of crimes but instead has embarked on large scale incarceration. The criminal justice procedures are not followed when the suspects involved are minority ethnic communities.
The formulation of criminal justice policies does not consider eradicating crimes such as trafficking and the use of marijuana in the local communities that are highly dominated by minorities such as blacks and Hispanics. The minorities in the country reside in environments that expose them to drug and substance abuse, as explained in the social disorganization theory of crime. The implementation of marijuana law is only focused on punishing the convicts without developing a strategy of dealing with the root causes, which are very common in blacks' neighborhoods. The white majority live in well-developed neighborhoods with access to quality education, ensuring that they do not engage in drug abuse or other crimes. The main victims of crime are the minority ethnic communities because they lack the basic social services that would keep them engaged instead of abusing drugs or engaging in other unhealthy behaviors. Therefore, they are the main group targeted by marijuana and other drug laws. This may continue because no corrective measures are considered to eradicate the crimes and other vices in the societies that are mostly dominated by blacks.  
There is racial disparity in suspects' detention of violation of marijuana laws where the minority communities are likely to be detained more than most whites after arrests. The records from various police departments indicate that there is a likelihood of many whites being arrested as suspects of violating the marijuana law (Baker et al, 2020). Still, they are released immediately compared to the blacks or Hispanics who are more likely to be detained under the same conditions. The white majority's preferential treatment indicates a biased implementation of legal provisions on the violation of marijuana laws. This explains the high number of black detainees in the incarceration centers compared to the white majority. This disparity promotes racial inequality in access to justice, and therefore the criminal justice system does not meet its intended purpose. The authority regards the whites as a superior race who do not deserve to be put under common law with the blacks or Hispanics. This explains the existing conflict between the policymakers and lobby groups who demand equal access to justice and respect for the black community members' dignity. Detention reduces the personal development of an individual and uses it to promote the white majority's dominance over the blacks.  
The incarceration centers have become congested due to the high incarceration rate in the black Africans' communities. Despite the whites being the majority in the country, the prisons are occupied mainly by the minority communities serving sentences after ineffective judicial processes and faulty criminal justice system. This means that the over congestion in the centers exposes most blacks to inhumane living conditions as the whites are given special treatment or priority in residing in the cells that are not overcrowded. The high rate of incarceration targeting the minority ethnic communities in the U.S is aimed at exposing them to life with no dignity and at the expense of the failed criminal justice policies. Some convictions should not lead to imprisonment but rather provide other recommendations such as rehabilitation or guidance and counseling to the individuals arrested using or violating the marijuana laws. The legal provisions should be used to achieve a safe society for all and not eliminate minority communities' discrimination. The conviction process should be considerate and ensure the incarceration is the last option that can be provided in a case where violation of marijuana is concerned  (King et al, 2010).
Durante, (2017) argues that during arrests of the suspects of marijuana laws violations, it is likely for the blacks and Hispanics to be brutally and inhumanely arrested while the white majority are treated with decorum and respect. The established protocols of arresting any suspect are sanctioned under the state and international laws and should not be applied discriminatively. The minority black communities have suffered police brutality and violence in police officers who are tasked with protecting all citizens in the country. The state criminal justice system has been biased in applying the procedures of providing justice to all individuals in the country. Violation of human rights during the arrests of suspects has become very common, all in the name of enforcing the marijuana laws. There is little regard for the innocent until proven guilty principle. Police officers take over the judiciary role and violently attack suspects who have been accused of violating the marijuana laws. At times, extreme violence that has resulted in the death of suspects in the hands of police officers has been experienced and raised concern among lobby groups and activists for social justice.  
According to Golub eta al, (2007) the marijuana laws have different conviction provisions, depending on the type of offense that one has been charged with. The offenses are ranked in different degrees, and each has its specific consequences. Depending on whether it is found in possession or using the drug, there are specific charges that may attract not harsh punishment compared to the trafficking of the drug. The white’s majority favor the prosecution process by being charged with the offense that attracts the least penalty. Simultaneously, the blacks are accused of the offense that attracts harsh punishment, including incarceration. The prosecutors are always in favor of the whites. They would manipulate the charges to make sure that it is beneficial to the individual at the suspects' expense from minority races. The disparity of the implementation of the policies on criminal justice depends on the race that one represents. The minority suffers at the expense of the white majority.  
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